
BOARD OF EDUCATION 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

 

October 22, 2007 

 

The regular meeting of the Board of Education of the Portage Public Schools held on Monday, 

October 22, 2007, was called to order at 6:31 p.m. by President Johnson in the Community Room 

of the Administration Building, 8111 S. Westnedge.  She welcomed an audience of 25 people and 

all in attendance recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Board Trustees Present:  Tom Eddy, Shirley Johnson, Melanie Kurdys, Wendy Mazer, Deb 

Polderman, Dale Posthumus, and Jennifer Whistler 

 

Board Trustees Absent: None 

 

Superintendent Wells asked the Assistant Superintendent for Instructional Services, Mr. Ric Perry, 

to facilitate the Academic Excellence portion of the meeting which highlighted staff 

accomplishments.  He introduced Northern High science teacher Ms. Kathy Mirakovits who 

presented background information and invited the Board to attend the next Southwest Michigan 

Science Educators Symposium to be held at Northern High on Friday, November 2 at 9 a.m. She 

also mentioned the keynote speaker, Mr. Steve Wolf, will be presenting to Northern students on 

Thursday, November 1 at 9 a.m.  Next, Mr. Perry introduced Angling Road teacher Ms. Rhonda 

VanderVeen, recipient of the Golden Apple Award; Northern High media specialist Ms. Jeanna 

Walker, recipient of the Michigan Association of Media in Education Collaboration Award; Central 

High English teacher Ms. Janet Lavasseur, who was named a 2007 Coca-Cola Educator of 

Distinction by the Coca-Cola Scholars Foundation; Northern High social studies teacher Ms. Susan 

Thole, who was chosen to attend the 2007 Society for Neuroscience Convention, and who was 

invited to participate in the writing of a National Core Curriculum for teaching neuroscience K-12; 

Business Manager Ms. Karla Colestock and the District Business Office, for being awarded the 

Certificate of Excellence in Financial Reporting for the third time in three years; and the following 

team from Central Middle for being selected to participate in the 2007 Microsoft U.S. Innovative 

Teachers Forum: science teacher Mr. Michael Champion, media specialist Ms. Sherry Sims, 

principal Mr. Dave Babcock, technology instructor Ms. Mary Whyte and computer technician Ms. 

Peggy Mennett.  The group gave an overview of their conference experience and podcast 

presentation.  All were recognized by the Board of Education with certificates. 

 

Superintendent Wells congratulated the recipients and thanked them for their exemplary efforts to 

improve their teaching in order to best serve Portage students.  She informed the audience that the 

District continues to share Bond information at various meetings and open house forums.  She 

urged citizens to check out the web site and the Portage Gazette.  Superintendent Wells 

congratulated the Central High School Debate team for their recent success, thanked their coach 

Mr. Randy Borden for his guidance.  She also wished both high school football teams success as 

they move forward in the district playoffs. 

 

Mrs. Polderman presented the Treasurer’s Report of Bills Approved for Payment as of September 

19, 2007, October 1, 2007, and October 3, 2007 for General Fund bills in the amount of 
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$6,017,696.65, and Building & Site Fund bills in the amount of $86,078.26, for a grand total of 

$6,103,774.91. 

 

Board Committee reports were presented by Mrs. Whistler regarding the Policy and Personnel 

Committee and Mrs. Polderman regarding the Finance Committee.  Mr. Eddy added the next 

Facilities and Technology Committee meeting is scheduled for November 9. 

 

President Johnson opened the comments and communications portion of the meeting and asked if 

there were any citizens that would like to speak to the Board. 

 

Ms. Joanne Willson, 7122 Leawood, a citizen, shared concerns about the Bond proposals, class 

sizes, and inquired specifically about decommissioning Waylee Elementary. 

 

Mr. Tony Kaufman, 5884 East P Ave., a citizen, requested clarification about plans for Waylee 

Elementary, and shared concerns about the Bond and technology upgrades. 

 

Mrs. Janet Lavasseur, 3255 N. 38
th
 Street, a citizen and District teacher, thanked the Board and 

administration for their work on the current Bond Proposals and shared photos of some of her 

classroom issues to illustrate some of the facility needs at Central High School. 

 

Seeing no further citizens come forward, President Johnson opened the comments to fellow Board 

members. 

 

Mrs. Whistler thanked Mrs. Lavasseur for her comments.  Mrs. Whistler asked the Assistant 

Superintendent of Operations, Mr. Tom Noverr what current grade would be the first students in 

the new high schools, should Bond Proposal 1 pass.  Mr. Noverr informed the audience it would be 

the current 5
th

 grade class.  Mrs. Whistler updated the Board and community on a recent 

Kalamazoo Regional Educational Service Agency Links legislative meeting she attended and 

provided a brief state budget update.  She thanked Senator Tom George and Rep. Jack Hoogendyk 

for their support to reform teacher retirement and insurance.  She shared details from the 

Technology and Learning Conference she recently attended highlighting the opportunity to learn 

what technology could be possible in Portage schools if the Bond Proposals are successful. 

 

Mrs. Kurdys thanked staff members for answering community questions and Freedom Of 

Information Act requests, reinforced the importance of real learning vs. virtual learning, 

commented on the need for the high school renovation from a facilities perspective, and discussed 

building and operating costs for new facilities.  She commented on difficult choices the community 

must make given current economic situation, the importance of focusing on quality educational 

programs, class sizes, and professional development.  She urged all Portage citizens to vote. 

 

President Johnson clarified the redistricting process the District must face, commenting on 

elementary and middle school attendance being unbalanced.  Regardless of the outcome of the 

Bond vote, she stated that the District boundaries need to be redefined.  She explained if Proposals 

1 and 2 pass, the District will redefine boundaries at all 8 elementary schools as the District is 

looking for a long-term solution.  If Proposal 1 passes and 2 fails, then the attendance areas will be 

defined using 7 elementaries as Waylee is closed.  This will result in the loss of computer labs and 
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the addition of portable classrooms until a new elementary school can be built in the future.  At that 

time, redistricting would happen again, possibly in 2 to 3 years.  If both Proposals 1 and 2 fail, the 

District must still redistrict as soon as possible in order to address imbalances in the population at 

the high schools, middle schools, and elementary schools.  Other repercussions include the 

increased cost of these same projects in the future, as the need will not go away, and the impact on 

the current operating budget to address critical needs.  For more information on the Bond, she 

encouraged citizens to get a copy of the Community Update (mailed to all residents) from the 

Administration Building.  President Johnson urged the community to vote. 

 

Superintendent Wells informed the audience of the estimated $1 million impact on the District 

budget should Proposals 1 and 2 fail as bus and technology upgrades will need to be addressed.  

She discussed the similar process that Grand Ledge experienced, observing how the Board listened 

carefully to concerns in all the geographical components of the District, and trimmed the original 

request.  She responded to citizen concerns about Waylee Elementary, informing the audience that 

it will be decommissioned as an elementary school but there may be other options for all or a part 

of the building to be used by the District or private businesses.  Superintendent Wells stressed that 

these are critical needs that will not go away, even though these are challenging times.  She urged 

citizens to vote on November 6. 

 

A motion was offered by Mrs. Whistler, supported by Mrs. Kurdys, that the Board of Education 

approve the consent agenda consisting of: early graduation requests; permission for Central and 

Northern High School student government/senate to plan a trip to Washington, D.C., from March 

1-8, 2008; School Bus Safety Week Proclamation from October 22-26, 2007; and Red Ribbon 

Week Proclamation from October 23-31, 2007.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

President Johnson informed the audience that the October 8, 2007 Committee of the Whole Work 

Session minutes will be held until the November 12, 2007 work study meeting adding a “Draft” 

will be posted on the portageps.org web site in the meantime. 

 

A motion was offered by Mrs. Whistler, supported by Mrs. Polderman, that the Board of Education 

approve the minutes of the September 24, 2007 regular meeting.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

A motion was offered by Mrs. Whistler, supported by Mrs. Polderman, that the Board of Education 

adopt the Michigan Safe Schools Week resolution, November 4-10, 2007.  Mrs. Kurdys read the 

Resolution. 

 

Upon a roll call vote, all trustees present voted in favor of the resolution. 

 

President Johnson informed the audience of a recording malfunction by Cable Access services 

during the August 27, 2007 meeting and requested anyone in the community that may have a 

recorded copy of that meeting to contact the Community Relations Manager, Mr. Tom Vance, in 

the Administration Building. 

 

A motion was offered by Mrs. Polderman, supported by Mrs. Whistler, that the Board of 

Education move into closed session for the purpose of discussing student discipline.  Upon a roll 

call vote, all trustees present voted in favor of the motion. 
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The Board moved into closed session at 8:13 p.m. 

 

The Board returned to open session at 8:35 p.m. 

 

A motion was offered by Mrs. Polderman, supported by Mr. Eddy, that the Board of Education 

deny reinstatement of a student.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 8:37 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Edna Kent 

Recording Secretary 
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PROCLAMATION 

SCHOOL BUS SAFETY WEEK 

October 22-26, 2007 

 
WHEREAS, It is with great respect for the accomplishments of Portage’s professional 

school bus drivers, mechanics, office staff, and manager that we commemorate October 

22-26, 2007 as School Bus Safety Week.  During this special observance, we encourage 

all citizens to recognize the dedication and skill of school transportation employees; and 

 

WHEREAS, Each day, more than 5,000 Portage students ride on 60 school buses, 

traveling over 800,000 miles annually.  Driving so many miles, coordinating the countless 

routes, and supervising the dozens of students on each vehicle requires an outstanding 

effort.  Fortunately we have exemplary professionals who have devoted their careers to 

transporting our children safely; and 

 

WHEREAS, Our fleet and staff have achieved six years of perfect safety inspections by 

the Michigan State Police Motor Carrier Inspectors; and 

 

WHEREAS, On behalf of our young people, it is a pleasure to commend the women and 

men who accept and meet the challenge of school transportation.  The observance of 

School Bus Safety Week is a welcome opportunity to thank these patient, skilled, and 

caring public servants.  Those involved in this pursuit should be very proud of their 

contribution to education; and 

 

WHEREAS, This special week serves as a fitting time to urge all drivers to become more 

aware of school bus safety regulations.  Serious injuries and deaths occur when motorists 

fail to stop for school buses.  Now that the school year has begun, we remind drivers to be 

cautious and attentive around school buses.  It is also an appropriate time to ask students 

to listen to their bus drivers and pay close attention to bus safety rules; now, therefore be it 

 

RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF EDUCATION, That we proudly commemorate 

October 22-26, 2007 as School Bus Safety Week, and we commend everyone who has 

contributed to the successful operation of our school buses.  We also encourage all 

citizens to drive carefully and to be alert around school buses.  By working together, we 

can make this the safest school year ever. 

 

Proclaimed this 22
nd

 day of October, 2007 

Portage Public Schools Board of Education 
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PROCLAMATION 

RED RIBBON WEEK 

 

WHEREAS, tobacco, alcohol and other drug usage among young people is a 

serious concern; and 

  

WHEREAS, it is imperative that visible, unified prevention education efforts by 

community members be launched to reduce the demand for drugs; and 

 

WHEREAS, the National Federation of Parents for Drug-Free Youth, the Michigan 

Communities In Action for Drug-Free Youth, and the Portage Public Schools are 

sponsoring the  National Red Ribbon Campaign offering citizens the opportunity to 

demonstrate their commitment to drug-free lifestyles; and 

 

WHEREAS, the National Red Ribbon Campaign will be celebrated in communities 

throughout America during "Red Ribbon Week", October 23-31, 2007; and 

 

WHEREAS, business, government, law enforcement, schools, religious institutions, 

service organizations, youth, physicians, senior citizens, the military, sports teams, 

and individuals will demonstrate their commitment to drug-free, healthy lifestyles by 

wearing and displaying red ribbons during this week-long campaign; and 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Education of the 

Portage Public Schools does hereby proclaim October 23-31, 2007 as RED RIBBON 

WEEK, and encourage Portage citizens to participate in drug prevention education 

activities, showing our commitment to a drug-free community. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board of Education of the Portage Public 

Schools encourages all citizens to pledge:  My Choice . . . Drug-Free. 

 

Proclaimed this 22
nd

 day of October, 2007 

Portage Public Schools Board of Education 
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RESOLUTION 

MICHIGAN SAFE SCHOOLS WEEK 

November 4-10, 2007 

 

 WHEREAS, the goal of Michigan Safe Schools Week is to motivate key educators, law 

enforcement, and other emergency responders to work with students, parents, and community leaders 

to vigorously promote school safety; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the objectives of this campaign are to encourage schools to use the safety pledge 

as a tool for school violence prevention, support student leadership in planning and implementing safe 

school programs, identify promising components of local school safety programs, exercise their 

school safety plans, and conduct school security surveys; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Portage Public Schools Board of Education recognizes the Michigan Safe 

Schools Initiative Workgroup at Michigan State University as the statewide coordinating organization 

for Michigan Safe Schools Week, November 4-10, 2007; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Portage Public Schools Board of Education has adopted substantive policies 

regarding Safe Schools, with the goal of perpetuating safe school environments, conducive to learning 

for all students; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Portage Public Schools Board of Education encourages each Michigan 

school district to promote, coordinate, and participate in a statewide “Safe Schools Pledge” signing 

ceremony; and 

 

 WHEREAS, school across Michigan will be participating in a statewide “Safe Schools 

Pledge” signing ceremony on Monday, November 5, 2007, at 10:00 a.m.; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Portage Public Schools Board of Education recognizes the importance of 

community involvement and participation in promoting and maintaining a safe learning environment; 

now, therefore, be it 

 

 RESOLVED, that the Portage Public Schools Board of Education recognizes that every week 

is Safe Schools Week in Portage; and be it further 

 

 RESOLVED, that the Portage Public Schools Board of Education declares November 4-10, 

2007 as a time set aside for special recognition of Michigan Safe Schools Week; and be it finally 

 

 RESOLVED, that the Portage Public Schools Board of Education encourages educators, 

emergency responders, students, parents, and community leaders to promote school safety by 

implementing a “Safe Schools Pledge” signing ceremony in their school. 

 

Adopted October 22, 2007 

_____________________________________ 

Shirley Johnson, Board President 

Portage Public Schools 


